Partial purification of Fermentation Samples for Antibacterial Evaluation
Prior to bioassay the broth samples and fermentation concentrates, samples were fractionated using an analytical HPLC coupled to a 96 well microtitre plate fraction collector. In general, 0.200 ml of broth sample or fermentation concentrate was loaded onto the column and the components were resolved and collected as described in Table 3 . The fractions in the 96 well microtitre plates were evaporated to dryness and the resulting residues were dissolved in 50 µl of methanol:water (1:1). For each variant the resuspended residues from fractions 36 to 43 were loaded onto bioassay agar plates containing Micrococcus luteus ATCC 4698 as indicator strain. The bioassay plates containing the mersacidin variants samples were left at room temperature for 1 hour to allow diffusion of the sample into the agar prior to incubation at 30 ºC overnight. 
